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A SERMON 

grmljfiJ  in  tire  atjeiral  Cburclr  of  St.  geter's,  gtarit^lrarg, 

On  Sunday  Morning,  April  1, 1866, 

BY  THE 

RIGHT  REVEREND  THE  LORD  BISHOP  OF  NATAL. 


Phil,  ii.9-11. — “ Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and 
given  him  a name  which  is  above  every  name,  that  at  the 
name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and 
things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth,  and  that  every 
tonque  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  qloni  of 
God  the  Father .” 

We  are  assembled  this  day,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
Church,  to  celebrate  the  festival  of  Easter — Lhe  day  which  is 
set  apart  for  the  special  consideration  of  the  subject  of  our 
Lord’s  Resurrection.  Last  Sunday,  and  during  the  whole  of 
Passion  Week,  now  past,  the  passages  of  Scripture,  selected  for 
the  Epistles  and  Gospels  of  the  day,  have  been  chosen  so  as  to 
bring  out  into  full  view  the  humiliation  of  Christ — his  “obe- 
dience unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.”  Now  the  tone 
of  the  Services  is  changed : songs  of  cheerful  joy  and  triumph 
rise  on  every  side  from  the  lips  and  hearts  of  innumerable  wor- 
shippers, and  the  lessons  of  the  Church,  which  “ testified  before- 
hand of  the  sufferings  of  Christ,”  now  tell  us  of  “ the  glory 
that  should  follow.”  May  God  enable  us  to  have  our  share  in 
the  gladness  of  this  great  festival,  and  go  from  this  place  to-day 
quickened  with  the  desire  to  tread  more  closely  in  the  steps  of 
him,  who  by  his  patient  faith  “ has  overcome  death,  and  opened 
unto  us  the  gate  of  everlasting  life” — to  “follow  the  example 
of  his  patience,”  that  we  “ may  also  be  partakers  of  his  resur- 
rection”— to  “die  with  Christ,”  that  we  may  “ also  live  with 
him,”  that,  “ like  as  Christ  was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by  the 
glory  of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also  may  walk  in  newness  of 
life.” 
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The  name  “ Easter  ” is  believed  to  be  derived  from  that  of  an 
ancient  Saxon  goddess,  whose  feast  was  held  about  the  spring- 
time of  the  year,  and,  consequently,  near  enough  to  the  time  of 
the  Christian  festival,  to  allow  of  the  latter  being  substituted 
for  it,  according  to  the  pi'actice  of  ancient  times,  to  which  I 
have  before  referred,  of  replacing  the  wild  excesses  and  idola- 
trous feasts  of  the  heathen  by  the  soberer  enjoyments  of 
Christian  festivity.  Thus,  as  one  writes  (Miller,  History  of  the 
Anglo-Saxons , p.63) — 

April  the  Saxons  named  Easter-inonth  after  their  goddess  Eostre. 
Thus  we  still  retain  a name,  which,  though  commemorating  the  wor- 
ship of  an  ancient  idol,  has  now  become  endeared  to  us  by  the  Resur- 
rection of  Christ, — a holy  time  which  we  can  never  forget,  for  at  every 
return  it  seems  to  bring  back  a spirit  of  beauty  into  the  world,  whose 
pathway  is  strown  with  the  sweetest  and  earliest  flowers  of  spring. 

Here,  again,  we  have  a similar  phenomenon  to  that  which  we 
noticed  before  with  reference  to  the  feast  of  Christmas.  In  this 
southern  clime,  our  Easter  does  not  fall  in  spring-time.  We 
cannot  point  to  the  gladness  of  reviving  Nature, — to  the  fresh 
delights  of  the  vernal  season, — to  the  white  blossoms  that  cover 
the  thorn,  to. the  budding  flowers  and  the  new-springing  grass, 
or  to  “ the  woods  so  full  of  song  ” — as  symbols  of  the  event 
which  we  celebrate,  as  helping  to  pour  new  life  into  our  hearts, 
to  brighten  what  the  English  Poet  calls — 

the  vernal  light  of  Easter  Morn. 

We  cannot  here  point,  as  he  does,  to  the  snow-drop, — 

Thou  first-born  of  the  year’s  delight, 

Pride  of  the  dewy  glade, 

In  vernal  green  and  virgin  white. 

Thy  vestal  robes  arrayed ! 

and  remind  you  that,  when  we  see  such  flowers  as  these,  rising 
again  in  all  their  beauty  after  the  passage  of  the  winter-season, 
with  its  cold  shade,  as  it  were,  of  death, — 

They  tell  us,  all  will  glisten  soon 
As  green  and  bright  as  they. 

We  cannot  here  spur  on  the  drooping  heart  to  Easter  joy  by 
such  an  argument  drawn  from  them,  as  this  which  he  employs 
in  England — 

Is  there  a heart  that  loves  the  Spring, 

Their  witness  can  refuse  ? 

Yet  mortals  doubt,  when  angels  bring 
From  Heaven  their  Easter  news. 

Our  Easter  falls  in  autumn,  when  the  crops  are  ripe,  and  the 
harvest  is  begun,  and  leaves  have  begun  to  fall,  and  the  winter 
— with  its  bright,  clear  sky,  but  with  its  cold  and  drought — 
will  soon  bo  here.  As  before,  then,  we  must  dismiss  all  thought 
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of  appealing  to  the  adventitious  circumstances,  which  make  the 
great  Christian  festivals  seasons  of  special  gladness  in  northern 
climes^and  mix  up,  doubtless,  with  the  devotional  feelings,  which 
properly  belong  to  these  occasions,  a great  deal  of  mere  natural 
excitement  and  seasonable  exhiliration  of  spirit.  We  must  fall 
back  here  upon  the  true  Easter  joy,  that  which  belongs  to  it 
merely  as  a religious  festival ; and  seek  to  derive  from  the  con 
sideration  of  the  subject,  which  is  specially  brought  before  us 
this  day,  some  food  for  the  soul — some  thoughts  which  may 
help  us  to  go  forward,  with  a brighter  hope  and  a firmer  con- 
stancy, to  our  own  work  and  duty  in  life. 

I need  hardly  tell  you, — if  you  have  at  all  carefully  considered 
the  question  yourselves, — that  the  story  of  our  Lord’s  Resurrec- 
tion, as  told  in  the  four  Gospels,  is  full  of  difficulties. 

I cannot  attempt  to  reconcile  the  different  accounts  as  we  now 
have  them,  nor  say  what  parts  of  them  bear  the  stamp  of 
historical  truth,  aud  what  do  not.  That  some  portions,  at  all 
events,  are  legendary,  cannot  be  doubted  : how  much,  it  is  im- 
possible to  say,  until  the  critical  work,  to  which  this  age  is 
called,  shall  have  been  more  fully  completed  than  now.  But  it 
it  not  my  intention  at  the  present  time  to  point  out  any  of  those 
difficulties.  I would  rather  dwell  this  morning  upon  a view  of 
the  subject  which  is  free  from  all  doubts,  and  beyond  the  reach 
of  criticism.  What  we  really  believe,  as  Christians,  is  that 
Christ  is  risen, — that  death  and  the  grave  have  not  prevailed 
against  him, — that  he,  who  died  upon  the  Cross,  still  lives, — and 
we,  if  we  are  faithful,  if  in  heart  and  soul  we  have  died  with 
Christ,  have  also  risen,  shall  even  now  live  with  him,  and  live 
eternally. 

Such  is  the  teaching  of  the  Apostle  in  many  passages  : — 

“We  are  buried  with  him  by  baptism  into  death ; that,  like  as  Christ 
was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  even  so  we 
also  should  walk  in  newness  of  life.  For  if  we  have  been  planted  to- 
gether in  the  likeness  of  his  death  we  shall  be  also  in  the  likeness  of 
his  resurrection.  ...  If  we  be  dead  with  Christ,  we  believe  that  we 
shall  also  live  with  him.” 

“ If  ye  then  be  risen  with  Christ,  seek  those  things  which  are  above . 
where  Christ  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God.” 

“ God  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  His  great  love  wherewith  He  loved  us, 
even  when  we  were  dead  in  sins,  hath  quickened  us  together  with 
Christ,  and  hath  raised  us  up  together,  and  made  us  sit  together  in  heavenly 
places  in  Christ  Jesus” — whom  “ He  raised  from  the  dead,  and  set  him 
at  His  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  principality 
and  power  and  might  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named, 
not  only  in  this  world,  but  also  in  that  which  is  to  come,  and  hath  put 
all  things  under  his  feet,  and  gave  him  to  be  the  head  over  all  things 
to  the  Church,  which  is  his  bodv,  the  fulness  of  Him  that  filleth  all 
in  alL” 
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What  wonderful  and  awful  words  are  these  ! We,  Christians, 
are  “ raised  from  the  dead  ” — we  “ sit  in  heavenly  places  with 
Christ” — and  those  heavenly  places  are  “at  God’s  righ^  hand” 
— where  we,  the  body,  are  even  now  seated  in  glory  with  our 
head  ! 

With  him  we  are  gone  up  on  high. 

Since  he  is  ours  and  we  are  his ; 

With  him  we  reign  above  the  sky. 

We  walk  upon  the  subject  seas. 

We  boast  of  our  recovered  powers ; 

Lords  are  we  of  the  lands  and  floods ; 

And  earth  and  heaven  and  all  is  ours, 

And  we  are  Christ’s,  and  Christ  is  God’s. 

Nay,  as  in  him,  St.  Paul  says,  dwelt  “ all  the  fulness  of  the 
Godhead  bodily,”  so  we,  he  tells  us,  ai’e  “ the  fulness  of  Him 
that  hllcth  all  in  all.”  The  glory,  that  was  revealed  in  Christ, 
is  revealed  also  in  our  measure  in  us;  the  Father,  that  dwelt  in 
him,  dwells  also  by  the  Living  Word  in  us.  These  words  ex- 
press a great  mystery,  which  we  cannot  altogether  fathom. 
But  they  remind  us  of  the  greatness  of  our  high  calling  to  be 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Lord  Almighty — heirs  of  God 
and  joint  heirs  with  Christ — made  in  our  Father’s  image,  after 
His  likeness — gifted  with  reason,  conscience,  will.  They  remind 
us  of  our  glorious  duty  and  privilege  to  be  followers  of  God  as 
dear  children.  They  encourage  us  to  be  ready  to  suffer  with 
Christ,  the  “ servant  of  Jehovah,”  the  “ man  of  sorrows  and  ac- 
quainted with  grief,”  that  we  may  be  also  glorified  with  him. 
For,  as  the  Apostle  says  in  the  text — 

“ God  also  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a name  which  is 
above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow, 
of  things  in  heaven  and  things  in  earth  and  things  under  the  earth, 
and  that  every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father.” 

St.  Paul,  when  he  speaks  here  of  “ things  under  the  earth  ” 
was,  no  doubt,  thinking  of  Hades  or  Hell,  as  the  place  of  de- 
parted spirits  under  his  feet.  He  supposed — as  was  generally 
believed  in  those  days — that  the  earth  was  flat,  with  heaven 
above  and  hell  beneath  it;  and  the  same  idea  we  perceive  in  the 
ancient  creed  of  the  Church,  “he  descended — went  down — into 
hell.”  It  is  of  no  use  to  shut  our  eyes  to  such  facts  as  these, 
and  pretend  that  we  can  serve  God  or  glorify  Him,  by  refusing 
to  use  our  reason  upon  such  points, — by  refusing  to  recognize 
that  St.  Paul,  after  all,  like  the  writers  of  the  Creeds,  was  but 
a fellow-man,  who,  however  Divinely  taught  upon  the  things  of 
highest  import — the  spiritual  truths  of  Christ’s  kingdom,  that 
kingdom  of  “ righteousness,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghost,” — was  still  left  under  the  same  influences  ns  other  men 
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in  respect  of  other  matters,  even  such  as  concern  the  spiritual 
world,  as  in  the  case  now  before  us.  We  shall  show  best  our 
true  regard  aud  veneration  for  the  Bible,  by  not  building  theories 
about  the  other  world  on  chance  expressions  like  these  of  the 
Scripture  writers,  which  show  only  that  they  were  not  so  well 
aware,  as  Modern  Science  has  made  us,  of  the  limits  of  our 
knowledge  in  respect  of  these  matters.  We  know  now,  how- 
ever, that  the  earth  is  a globe;  and  hence  we  are  obliged  to  dis- 
miss, as  unmeaning,  except  when  used  in  a mystical  or  symboli- 
cal sense,  all  ideas  of  above  or  below  in  reference  to  the  spirit- 
world.  We  can  only  speak  metaphysically  of  “ascending  up 
into  Heaven”  or  “going  down  into  Hell.”  We  aro  satisfied 
with  the  assurance,  which  Christ’s  gospel  gives  us,  of  a “ hope 
full  of  immortality,”  that  “ when  absent  from  the  body  we  shall 
be  present  with  the  Lord.” 

But  the  general  meaning  of  the  Apostle  is  plain — that  he 
who  had  been  brought  low  unto  death — the  death  of  the  cross 
— by  the  Will  of  God,  his  Heavenly  Father,  should  now  by  the 
same  Will  be  highly  exalted,  so  that  “every  knee  should  bow 
to  his  name,  and  every  tongue  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord, 
to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.”  With  the  eye  of  faith,  St. 
Paul  already  saw  this  triumph  achieved.  His  own  knee  had 
bowed — his  own  tongue  had  confessed — when  he  cried  out  to 
him,  whom  once  iu  his  saints  he  had  persecuted,  “ Lord,  what 
wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?”  And  he  saw  how  the  Gospel  had 
spread  from  land  to  land — how  in  every  way  Christ  was  preached 
— how  God  “had  made  him  always  to  triumph  in  Christ,  and 
made  manifest  the  savour  of  His  knowledge  by  him  in  every 
place” — how  to  the  name  of  Jesus  “a  crown  was  given,  and  it 
went  on  conquering  and  to  conquer.” 

But  how  and  to  what  end  has  it  conquered?  The  text  tells 
us, — “ to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.”  It  was  so  in  his  life- 
time upon  earth  : it  is  so  now.  The  only  true  glory  of  a man  is 
to  reflect  more  or  less  perfectly  the  image  of  God  : the  truer  the 
heart,  the  more  truly  tilled  with  love  Divine,  the  more  truly  ele- 
vated,— the  less  will  any  mere  personal  exaltation  be  sought  or 
even  suffered.  And  he  who  died  upon  the  cross — the  true  Son 
of  Man— continually  refused  to  be  the  object  of  human  praise 
or  honour : iu  all  things  he  referred  to  the  Father.  “ I have 
glorified  thee  on  earth” — was  the  description  of  his  whole  life; 
and  the  words  of  his  last  prayer  begin — 

“ Father,  the  hour  is  come : glorify  Thy  Son,  that  Thy  Son  also  may 
glorify  Thee.” 

In  truth,  the  “ honour  which  comes  from  men,”  and  which 
Jesus  disclaimed,  has  that  in  it,  however  passingly  sweet  and 
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even  intoxicating,  which  leaves  a bitter  taste,  a painful  after- 
sense of  something  false  and  jarring.  We  cannot  help  gather- 
ing from  the  accounts  in  the  Gospels  that  our  Lord  was  emi- 
nently solitary  in  this  respect, — that  even  his  disciples,  from  the 
level  on  which  they  stood  while  he  was  with  them,  could  scarcely 
have  had  a glimpse  of  the  aims  which  were  the  moving  springs 
of  his  whole  life.  Still  less  had  his  fellow-countrymen  generally. 
Their  voice  was  “ Show  thyself  to  the  world  they  wished, 
when  they  were  most  friendly  to  him,  to  “make  him  a king.” 
His  disciples  looked  for  the  same,  and  expected  to  share  his 
glory  : — 

“ Behold,  we  have  forsaken  all  and  followed  thee : what  shall  we 
have  therefore  ?” 

“ Grant  that  these  my  two  sons  may  sit,  the  one  on  thy  right  hand, 
and  the  other  on  the  left,  in  thy  kingdom.” 

To  seek  the  glory  of  the  Father,  and  that  alone,  was  beyond 
their  apprehension. 

But  how  can  any  in  this  lower  sphere  seek  the  glory  of  the 
Eternal  God  ? Can  any  created  being  add  to  or  detract  from 
that  ? If,  indeed,  we  indulge  in  speculations  about  God — the 
Infinite,  Self-Fxistent  Being — the  Ineffable  Cause  of  His  own 
and  of  all  being — we  shall  be  unable  for  a time  to  discern  any 
relation  between  Him  and  man  or  the  world — as  eyes  gazing  on 
the  noon-day  Sun  behold  only  darkness  and  confusion  for  a time 
on  turning  away  from  it.  But  if  we  look  at  Him  as  He  is  re- 
flected to  us  in  the  Mind  of  Mau, — as  He  is  revealed  to  us  in 
the  Son  of  Man,  and  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  us,  his  brethren, 
in  whom  the  Divine  Word  is  dwelling, — we  see  that,  as  God’s 
Glory  must  lie  in  the  perfection  ofl  His  Works,  so  His  highest 
glory  must  consist  in  the  perfection  of  His  highest  work,  in  the 
moral  and  spiritual  perfection  of  His  children ; and  thus  it  will 
be  the  burning  desire  of  his  true  worshippers  above  all  to  use 
their  powers  with  all  their  might  in  the  correction  and  removal 
of  moral  and  spiritual  evil, — not  only  of  wickedness  and  vice, 
but  of  ignorance  and  superstition,  that  so,  as  far  as  possible, 
each  one  of  God’s  intelligent  creatures  may  know  Him  more 
truly,  and  by  perfecting  his  own  being  may  show  forth  His  Praise ! 

And  how  truly  has  the  name  of  Jesus  been  exalted  thus  “to 
the  glory  of  God  ” ! What  countless  multitudes  in  every  age 
and  clime  have  learned,  in  acknowledging  him  as  their  Lord,  to 
know  their  Creator  as  their  Father,  as  a pardoning  God,  as  one 
reconciled  to  them,  sinful  as  they  feel  themselves  to  be,  and 
needing  not  to  be  appeased  towards  them, — have  learned,  while 
looking  at  the  Cross,  and  that  holy  and  loving  one  who  died 
upon  it,  to  interpret  the  clamour  in  their  conscience  as  a call  to 
repent  and  return  to  God,  not  as  intended  to  drive  them  from 
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Him,  much  less  as  a reason  for  trying  to  propitiate  him  by  sacri- 
fices worthy  of  demons.  And,  if  the  Cross  itself  has  too  often 
and  too  long  been  made  a mere  fetish,  an  instrument  of  super- 
stition, so  that  in  these  days  a spiritual  Christian  learns  almost 
to  suspect  and  avoid  the  outward  sign — yet  the  true  doctrine  of  the 
Cross  must  become  ever  better  understood  and  more  thoroughly 
appreciated,  as  humanity  progresses  in  moral  and  spiritual  cul- 
ture,— the  doctrine  of  the  Cross,  I say,  that  is,  the  doctrine  of 
love  made  perfect  in  and  through  suffering,  the  might  of  love 
brought  out  in  the  midst  of  utter  weakness,  the  witness  borne 
for  the  Truth  of  God  even  unto  death. 

However  much  remains  to  be  done  before  all  mankind  shall 
recognize  this  triumph  of  the  Cross  of  Christ,  much  surely  ha3 
been  done  towards  it.  The  namo  of  Jesus  even  now,  as  the 
type  of  obedience  even  unto  death  to  the  Will  of  God,  is  far 
above  the  proudest  name  among  the  sons  of  men,  which  owes 
its  height  to  power  in  any  form,  to  self-exalting  might.  In  ex- 
alting him  we  feel  that  all  human  creatures  are  raised,  since  we 
“ are  all  of  one,”  and  the  meanest  and  sveakest  of  the  sons  of 
men  are  still  “his  brethren.”  But  also,  in  exalting  thus  the 
name  of  Jesus,  we  must  remember  always  to  glorify  God — we 
must  all  “confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord  to  the  ylory  of  God 
the  Father .”  This,  although  so  plainly  expressed  in  the  text, 
and  in  a multitude  of  other  passages  of  the  New  Testament,  has 
been  oftentimes  lost  sight  of  by  different  sects  in  and  out  of  the 
Church  of  Rome.  They  have  made  of  Christ  another  and  more 
merciful  God,  to  whom  they  look  to  save  them  from  the  Father; 
they  have  so  preached  Christ  as  almost  in  some  cases  to  hide 
the  Father  from  us;  so  that  instead  of  being  manifested  in 
Christ  as  the  God  of  Love,  He  has  been  blasphemously  repre- 
sented as  only  withheld  from  destroying  mankind  by  the  inter- 
position of  the  Compassionate  Mediator, — yea,  worse,  as  so  bent 
on  inflicting  suffering,  that  only  the  inconceivable  agonies  of 
that  Mediator  could  satisfy  Him,  and  persuade  Him  to  spare 
the  guilty  race!  It  would  seem  incredible  if  it  were  not  an 
indisputable  fact,  that  the  Christianity  of  the  New  Testament 
should  have  been  distorted  into  so  frightful  a doctrine — far 
more  derogatory  to  the  glory  of  the  Divine  Being  than  to  set 
hosts  of  idols  besides  His  Throne. 

No ! our  Lord  came  to  lead  us  to  the  Father — to  show  vs  the 
Father — to  manifest  the  Father  to  us — in  all  His  words  and  deeds 
of  pity  and  love  to  bear  witness  to  us  of  the  Father. 

“ Whatsoever  I speak,  even  as  the  Father  said  unto  me,  so  I speak.” 

“ The  words  that  I speak  unto  you  I speak  not  of  myself ; but  the 
Father,  that  dwelleth  in  me.  He  doeth  the  works.” 

Let  us  not  thwart  the  aim  of  His  whole  ministry — of  His 
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whole  life  and  death — by  fixing  onr  minds  on  him  in  such  a 
way  as  to  obscure  the  glory  of  the  Father.  Be  sure  that  he 
would  not  have  tolerated — he  would  have  utterly  abhorred — 
any  such  “bowing  of  the  knee”  as  this.  -To  “confess  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  Lord  lo  the  glory  of  God,”  is  to  take  his  ex- 
ample as  the  guide  of  our  life,  to  glorify  God  as  he  did  : — it  is 
to  confess  that  to  save,  to  take  the  part  of  the  oppressed  and 
sorrowful,  to  plead  the  cause  of  the  helpless,  to  lay  down  cheer- 
fully worldly  joy  and  comfort  and  honour,  even,  if  need  be,  life 
itself  in  so  doing — is  the  work  in  which  we  servants  desire  and 
will  endeavour  to  follow  our  Lord.  It  is  to  recognise  the  rights 
of  the  weak  and  the  poor  to  a place  at  the  common  banquet  of 
humanity, — to  open  the  door  wide  to  the  returning  penitent, — 
to  charge  it  on  our  own  consciences  and  on  the  consciences  of 
others,  the  wealthy  and  powerful,  the  great  and  wise  and  strong 
ones  of  the  earth,  that  we  are  but  stewards  for  humankind,  and 
not  possessors  for  ourselves,  of  any  talents  and  advantages  we 
may  have  in  our  keeping.  Theologians  may  dispute — as,  per- 
haps, they  must — over  the  history  of  the  Resurrection ; critics 
may  do  their  work  for  the  God  of  Truth  in  sifting  its  details. 
But  nothing  can  touch  the  spiritual  fact  that  he,  who  died  upon 
the  cross,  now  liveth — that  he,  who  died  unto  sin  once,  now 
liveth  eternally  to  God.  For  us,  Christians,  the  name  of  Christ 
is  exalted,  as  a living  power,  over  all  the  earth  for  us  his  Cross 
is  the  emblem  of  the  victory  of  love,  of  patience,  of  faithful- 
ness, through  suffering.  Has  persecution  stamped  out  the  Truth 
which  he  taught  us?  Will  it  be  ever  able  to  do  so?  Has 
neglect  or  the  lapse  of  time  rendered  his  Divine  teaching  worn- 
out  and  obsolete?  Do  his  words  cease  to  quicken,  to  strengthen, 
to  comfort,  to  stir  to  the  very  depths  our  inner  being?  Will 
his  example  ever  fail  to  instruct,  and  cheer,  and  stimulate  us? 
No!  in  that  Truth — in  the  assurance  of  our  Father’s  Love,  of 
the  sonship  of  Christ  and  our  sonship  as  one  with  him,  of  the 
grace  of  the  Spirit  breathing  on  the  souls  of  men, — in  that 
Eternal  Truth,  which  Christ  proclaimed,  is  the  ark  of  refuge, 
and  ever  will  be,  for  the  children  of  men.  Let  us  come  to-day 
to  the  Holy  Table  to  bind  ourselves  anew  in  a bond  of  human 
fellowship,  at  once  as  brethren  in  the  Family  of  God,  and  as 
followers  of  Christ  our  Head. 

“ As  every  man  hath  received  the  gift,  even  so  minister  the  same 
one  to  another,  as  good  stewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God.  If 
any  man  speak,  let  him  speak  as  the  oracles  of  God ; if  any  man  min- 
ister, let  him  do  it  as  of  the  ability  which  God  giveth  ; that  through 
Jesus  Christ  God  in  all  things  may  be  glorified,  to  whom  be  praise  and 
dominion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.” 
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